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Don’t Panic
To be honest, I really didn’t pay that much
attention to the coronavirus when I first began
to hear about. This new virus seemed to be
isolated in China, half a world away! What, me
worry?
Within the past few weeks, I began to hear and see numerous
news stories about the virus jumping outside of China into South
Korea, Hong Kong, even Iran and recently
now in Italy. This was about the time I began
to hear people talking about this virus being
classified as a pandemic virus which caused
even more scrutiny and a degree of worry!
(a pandemic is basically a global epidemic -an epidemic that spreads to more than one
continent).
But what really got me thinking about the virus, was hearing how
some churches in Italy and in Asia were cancelling Ash Wednesday
services. For those churches who were holding services, many of
the clergy were not applying ashes to the foreheads of individuals,
but sprinkling them upon the congregation, from a safe distance!
As a write this article, on Ash Wednesday, I’m hearing more and
more talk about “it’s not if the virus comes to America, but
when!”
Already I’m hearing of people beginning to panic running out to
buy face masks! Fortunately, I don’t have to worry about buying
masks, for I have a whole box of facial masks in my garage. I use
them all the time when I’m doing woodworking that is creating a
lot of dust!

Epidemiologists (medical doctors and scientists who study viruses) say that masks should be worn only to
keep one inflicted with the virus from passing it on to others!
The most important piece of advice the experts say Don’t Panic! Just use one’s common sense and practice
good hygiene. Wash your hands regularly, cover your nose and mouth when you sneeze. Stay home and
away from others if you are sick and drink lots of fluids! Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth and
frequently clean objects and surfaces you touch!
Besides practicing these preventive acts, I would also suggest you pray! Pray for those who are affected. It
is real and frightening for them and their families! Pray for those who are studying the disease and working
to find a cure. Pray that fear and panic doesn’t spread faster than coronavirus.
That is not to say that we, as a nation, might face some major obstacles! The stock market might go into a
roller coaster pattern! Schools, public gatherings, work, even churches might be affected if we have a
serious outbreak. For instance, before 1918, almost every Lutheran Church in America used the common
cup for Communion services. When the 1918 Spanish Flu broke out, churches gave up using their common
cups and moved to individual communion cups which is what Holy Cross Church uses today.
But again the best advice is Don’t Panic! Pray that our Lord, the Great Physician of soul and body, will
make His healing presence known throughout the world!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mentz

Evangelism - It Involves You, Too!
Pastor Suah S. Deddeh
Sadly, pews are emptying consistently on Sunday mornings. It appears as if Christians are
wearied of gathering on Sundays, or on other designated days, for church activities. The
“post church culture” seems to be vastly sweeping across the church landscape in
modern times, which negatively influences church growth.
Here at Holy Cross, the church attendance is dwindling. Not many young adults and
teenagers attend church. The congregation is gracefully aging. The spectacle of empty
pews is not delightful, and is a clarion call for vigorous evangelism and outreach,
involving every member of the congregation, one way or another.
Yes! Evangelism involves you, too, no matter your age or stamina. You can evangelize.
You will see what I mean, as you read along.
The Great Commission
The Great Commission commands us to engage in evangelism:
16 “
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20,
NIV

The Commission is a command – “Therefore go and make disciples of all…” Not only that, the Commission
also carries a promise – “… And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” This means, Christ
Jesus stays with us eternally as we win souls for the Kingdom of Heaven. We are never alone in evangelism.
This is certainly comforting and reassuring.
Undoubtedly, every pastor I know wants to grow his church by leading people to Christ.
According to the Billy Graham Center for Evangelism, only 10% of churches are succeeding at leading
people to Christ, while 90% of churches in America are either not growing, or only growing because
Christians are leaving other churches to join theirs.
Sharing our faith is supposed to be our focus or drive. However, it looks like we pretty much are below par.
Evangelism and discipleship are the vital mission of the church. It is God-glorifying when we want to get
better at the things that are central to Jesus’ mission – winning lost souls.
Evangelism is the spreading of the Christian gospel by public preaching or personal witness. In Christianity,
evangelism is the commitment to or act of publicly preaching of the Gospel with the intention of spreading
the message and teachings of Jesus Christ.
On the other hand, a Christian disciple is a person who accepts and assists in the spreading of the good
news of Jesus Christ. Hence, Christian discipleship is the process by which disciples grow in the Lord Jesus
Christ and are equipped by the Holy Spirit, who resides in their hearts, to overcome the pressures and trials
of this present life and become more and more Christ-like.
Therefore, a disciple should engage in evangelism. Or better still, disciples of Christ Jesus carry out
evangelism. Simple acts of discipleship or evangelism include:
1. Sharing personal story/stories with others about the goodness of God toward you.
2. Inviting others to church worship.
3. Living a Christ-like life of forgiving others.
4. Showing kindness to people.
5. Carrying yourself with humility, etc.
Remember Matthew 7:20,”Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”
So, why isn’t evangelism happening more, and more? Could it be that church membership is more about
“getting my needs met” than reaching the lost? Could it be that churches do not want to share the truth of
the Gospel for fear of offending others? Or, could it be that churches have too many other activities, and
are too busy to do the things that really matter? What do you think?
“…But let’s face it, everything rises and falls on leadership. If evangelism isn’t a priority in our churches, the
responsibility lies with us (leaders). The weak state of evangelism these days is a leadership issue. It’s our
responsibility as pastors and church leaders to lead our churches to be evangelistic.” - Hal Seed (founding
and Lead Pastor of New Song Community Church in Oceanside, CA. He mentors pastors who want to lead
healthy, growing churches.
Hal Seed shares (with church leaders) nine practices of evangelistically effective churches:
1. Get your heart right (pray for guidance and develop a heart for the lost).
2. Lead your board and staff (into intentional evangelism by developing a heart for the lost).
3. Plan a sermon series to open up your congregation’s heart for lost people.

4. Set the date for a church campaign (to move everyone in the same direction on learning Biblical truths
and principles).
5. Teach your church to be inviters (of friends, relatives, co-workers, etc.).
6. Work on being a church that visitors want to come to (invite visitors to sit with you. Engage in conversation
after the service).
7. Use marketing to reach further into your community (use social media. Put a banner on the street in front
of your church. Do a postcard mailing).
8. Follow up with all your visitors/newcomers (especially with new believers).
9. Provide personal evangelism training and opportunities (to develop and equip members).
“Come and see” and “go and tell” are two major New Testament evangelism strategies. It is time for you
(yes, you) to invite people to “come and see” or to “go and tell” people the good news of Christ Jesus. You,
too, can EVANGELIZE! Let us do it!
Pastor Suah S. Deddeh
A POEM
“NOT ALONE, NEVER ALONE”
By Pastor Suah S. Deddeh
You may feel alone,
But you’re not alone, and never alone.
Life’s circumstances may bring a deep sense of loneliness,
But short-lived is such sadness.
For you’re not alone, and never alone.
You ponder,
You wonder,
“LORD, why me?”
The LORD replies,
“Why not you?
“I prepared you for this long time ago.
“You’re not alone, and never alone.”
You cry, “I can’t make it!”
God says, you can make it.
But you just won’t admit it.
For your fear can’t stand it.
And you know it.
You’re not alone, and never alone.

President’s Corner
As we enter the Easter Season, please take the time to reflect on what He has done for
us and what we can do for others. Look inside and see what talents you have, and you
can leverage those talents to help others in the community and your church family.
I encourage everyone to attend the Easter services this year and listen again to the
Good News of the Salvation that Jesus earned for all of us, regardless of who we are,
what we have done, what we look like, or who we know. His Salvation is for each and
every one of us.
On another note, we have received proposals for the purchase or lease of some of the property between
the church's Fellowship Hall and the Capital beltway that we are reviewing. The developer is planning on
building affordable senior housing on part of those parcels. We are in the process of retaining a real estate
attorney to handle the technical and legal issues, but we need to hire an accountant for the church to
determine the best path forward (lease or sale) of the property. We will have more details available for you
at the Town Hall meeting on Sunday March 15th following the service.
While we are not yet able to share the offers we have received now, we probably will not go to closing until
sometime mid 2022 since there are lots of other legal processes that need to happen in order to close the
sale. In the meantime, the church still has our recurring bills and salaries that need to be paid now. Please
continue with your regular giving and don't think that the sale (or lease) of the property will solve all of our
financial problems. We need YOUR help to do that through regular giving.
By now everyone who had an access card to the church should have received their new access FOB or key
card, and their PIN for the alarm. You will use your FOB or key card to unlock the exterior door, and then
you will use your PIN to turn the alarm off when you enter. And when you leave the church, make sure all
the doors are locked and no one else is in the building - and then turn the alarm on (once again using your
PIN). We now have a single zone alarm system, so you don't need to turn off (or on) the alarms for the
sanctuary and education wing. However, the doors between the two buildings still need to be closed in
order to alarm the building.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns about the proposed development, or anything else at Holy
Cross, please contact me, Greg Clem, Ebenezer Emmanuel, or Pastor Mentz.
Yours in Christ,
Jeff Burt
President

Sunday Morning Bible Study – New Time
For some time, I have noticed the drop in attendance at the Sunday morning Bible Study time of
8:30 a.m. There are numerous reasons for this which I can understand. Also, it’s hard to conduct a
class when individuals have to leave to get things ready for the morning worship service. It’s also
hard to do a study when there might be only 2 or maybe 3 present. I know you will quote me the

passage which says that “when two or three are gathered together, I (Jesus) am in the midst of
you” (Matthew 18:20). Yes, Jesus is with us even with so few, but to have a meaningful class you
need a critical mass, enough to engage in discussion, to add input, to give the class life!
For these reasons and others, I am going to move Bible study / discussions to after the morning
worship service starting Sunday, May 3rd.

Memorial Service for Charles Lease – March 14
Memorial Service for Charles Lease
will be held on Saturday, March 14 at 11:00 am.
Charles and his mother, Kay Cee McCoy are faithful workers in our Thrift Store! All are invited
to the service and luncheon that will follow.

History of our Thrift Store
Our Thrift Store began as Cristo Señor De La Vida Thrift Store, Christ
Lord of Life Lutheran Thrift Store in July 2004! At that time, Pastor
Aurelio Magariño, pastor of Christ Lord of Life Lutheran Mission, was
meeting in Hyattsville and looking for ways to support the mission. Holy
Cross Church opened our doors to Pastor Magariño who began the thrift
store. Soon after starting the mission in Hyattsville, Christ Lord of Life
Lutheran Mission relocated to St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Silver
Spring (eventually the congregation moved to the Aspen Hill areas of
Montgomery County, MD).
Rita, Susan, Annie, Shirley
Due to the move, Pastor Magariño was no
longer able to manage the Thrift store.
However, our member Shirley Lee had
started working with Pastor Magariño
almost from the beginning. It was Shirley’s
suggestion that perhaps Holy Cross Church
could take over and run the store! Pastor
Magariño and his congregation, were
gracious enough to turn the store over to
us with everything in it!
Over the years, changes have been made.
Workers have come and gone. We have a
number of people who are not members of
Julene, Pat, Susan, Annie, Irene, Shirley, Rita
Holy Cross church who volunteer their time in our Thrift Store. If you ask them why they work here, the
answer is usually the same. We love the feeling of love and acceptance that we first witnessed when we
came to the store. Many of our regular customers tell us too they feel the Christian spirit at work in our
store! Our store has become quite well- known as a store that offers good merchandise at a fair price,
besides being a friendly and inviting place to shop and visit!

We want to thank Shirley Lee and Irene Day
for serving in the Thrift store the longest! We
also want to thank all who have and who are
now working to make our Thrift Store one of
the best in this area!
If you have some free
hours on Thursdays,
why not come and be a
part of the fun of
working in the Thrift
Store!
Pat, Irene, Susan, Kay Cee, Charles

Anointing Sunday- March 8 and April 12

Please note that our monthly Anointing Service will now be held on the 2nd Sunday of
each month following morning worship service. In March, the Anointing Service will
be on March 8. In April, on April 12.

Easter Schedule
The Lent and Easter Schedule for 2020 at Holy Cross is as follows:
Midweek Lenten Dinner/Study – Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1: Dinner at 6:00 pm and study
at 6:30 pm
Palm Sunday – Sunday April 5, Service at 9:30, Prayer Walk at 11:00
Maundy Thursday – Thursday April 9, 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday – Friday April 10, 12:15 p.m.
Easter Sunday – Sunday April 12, Service at 9:30, Anointing Service at 10:45

Town Hall Meeting – March 15
A very special Town Hall meeting will be held on Sunday, March 15, after worship service. We will be
presenting a proposal and plan for use of part of our church’s property. It is imperative that all members and
friends of Holy Cross Church be present for this special meeting.

Pray for our Second Worship Service
Please pray with us as we seek God’s face for guidance on beginning our second worship service here at
Holy Cross. This will be a vibrant service of praise and worship, making a joyful noise unto the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Movie Night at Holy Cross – March 27
On Friday Night March 27 beginning at 7:00 p.m. we will show the film War Room at Holy Cross. Please
join us for fellowship and inspiration.

Lunch with Pastor – March 20 and April 17
Join us on the third Friday of each month for Lunch with Pastor Mentz. Bring
a lunch and enjoy a discussion of a contemporary topic.

C.S. Lewis Book Club – March 10 and April 17
C.S. Lewis Book Club will meet on Tuesday March 10 (rather than the normal Friday) at
6:30 p.m. The book for March is: Let Me Go There, The Spirit of Lent, by Paula Gooder.
In April we meet on Friday April 17 at 6:30 p.m. The book for April is: The Problem of
Pain by C.S. Lewis. All are invited! The Book Club starts at 6:30 p.m. with a supper,
followed by the book discussion at 7:00 p.m.

Mission and Ministry
The Mission and Ministry (M&M) committee coordinates activities at Holy Cross
related to outreach, fellowship, worship, and decorating. M&M welcomes
volunteers willing to participate in planning and carrying out these activities.
Volunteers are needed also in 2020 to be Greeters and Ushers. Please contact a
member or the M&M committee to volunteer: Cindy or Nikki Clem, Dawn Felix,
or Pat Carriere.
Mission and Ministry activities scheduled for 2020 are as follows:
Easter Festival - April 4
Yard Sales: May 2, June 13, July 25, September 25
Christmas Craft Fair: November 14
Children’s Christmas Festival: December 12

Altar Flower and Eternal Light Signup for 2020
The sign-up sheets for 2020 Altar Flowers and Eternal Light Candles are posted in the Narthex. The cost for
Altar Flowers is $41.00 and the cost for Candles is $6.00. Payment envelopes will be mailed to you close to
the date of your gift. Thank you!

Community Outreach Food Pantry
Holy Cross Church and Christ is My Refugee Church are working
together for the community food pantry. Christ is My Refugee is
beginning a program of directly using the food items in the pantry
to help specific families who are struggling to make ends meet.
Bonnie Alvarado is heading up this ministry. We are asking that you
continue to bring canned good and non-perishable items to be
distributed. Thank you!

In Our Prayers as of 3/1/2020:
Dawn Felix (healing); Andrea Mentz (sister of Pastor Mentz recovery from ankle surgery); Ricky
Nava (cousin of Roberto recovering from surgery); Theresa Deddeh (wife of Pastor Deddeh,
recovering from surgery); Mrs. Doris Hall (mother of Virginia, recovering from hip surgery;
Debbie Allison (recovering from surgery); Eileen Farnham (home); Pam Brown (home); Mary
Miller (hospice); David Shepherd (home); Lucille Keys); Hank Stuven (hospice);
Robin Beam, (sister of Susan Lucero);
I want to thank all of you for you prayers regarding my sister, Andrea Mentz Mitchum and for my
mother-in-law, Mrs. Doris Hall. Both are recovering without any complications. Thank you!
Pastor Mentz
Mary Miller is now at Crofton Care & Rehabilitation Center, 2131 Davidsonville Rd, Crofton, MD
21114. Room 3 105 B. Phone number: 410-721-1000 ext. 1052

Birthdays
March, 2020
Emily Francis
Peter Whittaker Jr.
Priscilla Krueger
Emil Mentz
Sunny Francis
Jeff Silver
Bob Benson
Linda Holien
Lauren Flanigan
Scott LaCross
Amber Day
Alex Flanigan
Annina Commins
Caitlyn Costello

March 3
March 4
March 5
March 5
March 9
March 11
March 16
March 19
March 20
March 20
March 24
March 28
March 30
March 31

Birthdays
April, 2020
April Tanter
Richard Fitzenreiter
Michael Cannon
Kirk Tanter Sr.
John Townsend
Jeanne Byrnes
Annie Belle Neugebauer
Paul LaCross
Keroub Emmanuel
Jennifer Riggins Garcia
Franklin Stultz
Amy Minor
Keith Klingenstein
Matthew LaCross
Melinda Ittenbach
Kirk Tanter Jr.

April 1
April 3
April 4
April 7
April 7
April 8
April 8
April 12
April 13
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 20
April 20
April 28
April 30

Anniversaries
April, 2020
Francisco & Jennifer Gracia Zepeda

March 4

March 2020 Volunteers
Date

Altar
Guild

Lay
Readers

Commun
-ion
Assistant
Allen
Clem

Greeter

Mar
1

Chidinma
Anaeto
&
Toni
Gore/
Jordan
Proctor

Ebenezer
Emmanuel

Mar
8
Mar
15

“

Emmanuel
Findlay

Susan Lucero

Dawn
Felix

Duland
Graves
Virginia
Mentz

“

Mar
22

“

Jim
Ittenbach

Greg
Clem

Ann Burt

Mar
29

“

Duland
Graves

Dawn
Felix

Frances
Jordan

Pat
Fitzenreiter

TBA

Ushers

Counters

Prayer
Intercessors
Warren
&
Greg Clem
Jeanne
&
Nikki Mary Lucy Byrnes
Winker
Clem

Lawn
Care

Jeff Burt & “
Jim Byrnes
Warren
“
Winker
and
Keroub
Emmanuel
TBA
& “
Ebenezer
Emmanuell
Greg Clem
&
Nikki
Clem

Greg Clem

“

Keroub
Emmanuel

“

Jeanne
Byrnes

“

Virginia
Mentz

“

No
mowing

Note: Fellowship Teams are: Mar 1 – Team 1; Mar 8 – Team 2; Mar 15 – Team
3, Mar 22 - Team 4; Mar 29 - TBD

April 2020 Volunteers
Date

Altar
Guild

Lay
Readers

Communion
Assistant
Toni Gore

Greeter

Ushers

Apr
5

April
Tanter/
Silva
Emmanuel

Ebenezer
Emmanuel

Apr
12

“

EmmanueF
indlay

Mindy
Ittenbach

Susan
Lucero

Apr
19

“

Dwan Felix

Nikki
Clem

Frances
Jordan

Apr
26

“

Jim
Ittenbach

Duland
Graves

Ann Burt

Counters

TBA

Jeff Burt & Dawn
Jim Byrnes Felix

Prayer
Intercessors
Jeanne
& Byrnes

Ebenezer
Emmanue
l

Warren
“
Winker
and
Keroub
Emmanuel
TBA
& “
Ebenezer
Emmanuel
Greg Clem “
&
Nikki
Clem

Lawn
Care
Jim &
Chris
Byrnes

Keroub
Emmanuel

No
Mowi
ng

Greg Clem

TBD

Virginia
Mentz

No
Mowi
ng

Note: Fellowship Teams are: Apr 5 – Team 1; Apr 12 – Team 2; Apr 19 – Team
3, Apr 26 - Team 4
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